


WINTER RAIN: SIX IMAGES OF THOMAS MERTON, by Anthony T. Padovano: This one
actor play, written by Tony Padovano, author of The Human Journey: Thomas Merton, 
Symbol of a Century, has been video-taped and is available on video cassette from Paulist 
Press. The play is divided into six scenes: Merton in the train station on his way to 
Gethsemani; Merton as the author of the best-selling The Seven Storey Mountain; Merton 
at his meeting with D. T. Suzuki; Merton as he moves to the Hermitage; Merton as he 
confronts the situation with the nurse; and Merton at his own funeral. Merton is portrayed 
by Michael Moriarty, the well-known performer of stage, screen and television, who has 
won Emmys for The Glass Menagerie and Holocaust and a Tony Award for Find Your Way 
Home. Winter Rain is reviewed on pp. 12-13 of this issue. The video cassette sells for $159. 

THOMAS MERTON", by Victor A. Kramer: After a number of years, Professor Kramer's 
book, the Merton entry in Twayne's United States Authors Series (TUSAS 462), will be 
released this Fall. Designed for students and for those interested in Merton as a writer, the 
book is described by Kramer in the preface: "In the opening chapter an overview of the life 
is provided, and in the two chapters which follow examination of early works of prose and 
poetry reveal how Merton structured his art. In the fourth chapter books of a devotional 
nature which range from the historical and biographical to the personal, such as 
meditations and journals, are treated. In the middle chapter several later books of poetry 
are examined as they reveal Merton's own development toward more experimental 
writing. The sixth chapter treats books which approach a range of problems in the world, 
but through varieties of prose which clearly demonstrate Merton's fascination with the East, 
and the literary benefits he derived from such an interest and his exuberant development of 
new varieties of "antipoetry," are traced. The final chapter is an analysis of some of the most 
important writings which were posthumously published." The book sells for $17.95. 

3 


