
TWO POEMS 

From The Thomas Merton Poems 

by J. S. Porter 

I, Tom Merton 
take pictures 
pots and pans 

knives and forks 
nails in a wall 

wood in a barrel, 
all the things my sweaty fingers touch 

and stain. 

Of all the sounds 
in Japanese 

the most powerful 
is oh 

for the death of a child. 

I've never had an o h 
but I've had 
an ah 

for a mother 
an eh 

for a father 
an uh 

for a brother, 
just about all the sounds 

except oh. 
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