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1. Give Joan a sword; poems. Preface by Jacques Maritain . New York: Macmillan, 1949. xii-98p. 

2. I sing of a maiden: the Mary book of verse. Ed. with an introduction by Sr. M. Therese, S.D.S. New York: 
Macmillan, 1947. xlvii-459p. 

3. Marianne Moore: a critical essay. (Contemporary writers in Christian perspective series). Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Eerdmans, 1969. 

4. Moment in Ostia; poems. Garden City, New York: Hanover, 1959. 

5. Now there is beauty, and other poems. New York: Macmillan, 1940. 

6. Words and Silence: on the Poetry of Thomas Merton. New York : New Directions, 1979. 

II. UNPUBLISHED WORKS 

1. Mertonia: Catalogue of manuscripts, 1938-1967. c. 1970-1972. 2 v. (500+ leaves). 

2. Speak to me, Sparrow. Poems. c. 1967. 
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viii-82p. 

viii-166p. 



Ill. PROSE CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS, JOURNALS, PERIODICALS, ETC. 

1. "(Review of) The ascent to trurh, by Thomas Merton." Renascence 4 (Spring 1952) : no. 2, pp. 207-209. 

2. " Bernadette of Lourdes." Jubilee 1 (February 1954): no. 10, pp. 48-57. 

3. "Cenobi te and society." Review of Disputed questions, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 14 (Winter 1962): 
no. 2, pp. 102-105. 

4. "Conquest through art." Review of Rainer Maria Rilke, by W. L. Graff. Renascence 11(Autumn1958): no. 1, 
pp. 48-52. 

5. "Cowl and camera." Review of Silence in heaven, text by Thomas Merton. Renascence 9(Summer1957) : no. 
4, pp. 200-205. 

6. " First Christmas at Gethsemani" (unpublished material from the original ms. ofThe seven storey mountain, 
by Thomas Merton). Introductory comment by Sr. M. Therese, S.D.S. Catholic World170(December1949): 
pp. 166-1 73. 

7. " Flash of dark lightning." Review of Bread in the wilderness, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 7 (Winter 
1954) : no. 2, pp. 103-108. 

8. " From Harlem to Gethsemani." Review of The secular journal of Thomas Merton; Prometheus, a 
meditation; Nativity Kerygma; and Monastic peace, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 12(Spring1960) : no. 3, 
pp. 149-153. 

9. " A harvest of poets." Review of The 5econd America book of verse, 1930-1955, ed. by James Edward Tobin. 
Renascence 10 (Autumn 1957) : no. 1, pp. 47-50. 

10. "The heart of things." Review of No man is an island, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 8(Spring1956) : no. 3, 
pp. 153-157. 

11. " I will be your monk" (unpublished material on St. Therese of the Child Jesus from the original ms. of The 
seven storey mountain, by Thomas Merton). Introductory comment by Sr. M. Therese, S.D.S. Catholic 
World 171(May 1950): pp. 86-93. 

12. " John L'Heureux." Review of Quick as dandelions, by John L'Heureux. Renascence 18 (Spring1966): no. 3, 
pp. 166-167. 

13. " Merton indexed." Review of Thomas Merton: a bibliography, by Frank Dell'lsola. Renascence 10 (Autumn 
1957): no. 1, pp. 38-41. 

14. "Merton's Jonas." Review of The sign of Jonas, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 6(Autumn1953) : no. 1, pp. 
44-52. 

15. "Merton's mellifluous doctor. " Review of The last of the fathers, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 8 (Autumn 
1955): no. 1, pp. 47-49. 

16. " A model of delicate compassion." In "Thomas Merton: his friends remember him;" ed. with an 
introduction by Jack Wintz, O.F.M. St. Anthony Messenger 86 (December 1978): no. 7, p. 38. 

17. "New collection of Thompson's poems." Critic 16 (October 1957): pp. 17+ 

18. "A new manner." Review of The strange islands, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 10 (Summer 1958): no. 4, 
pp. 214-218. 

19. " No magic." Review of Emblems of a season offury, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 17(Fall1964): no. 1, pp. 
51-53. 

20. " Notes and meditations by Thomas Merton." Review of No man is an island, by Thomas Merton. Books on 
Trial 13 (April 1955): no. 6, pp. 311-312. 

21. "Out of Gethsemani." Review of Selected poems of Thomas Merton, God is my life, and What ought I to 
do?, by Thomas Merton. Renascence 15 (Fall 1962): no. 1, pp. 46-50. 

22. "Patristic and titanic." Review of The wisdom of the desert and The behavior of Titans, by Thomas Merton. 
Renascence 14 (Summer 1962): no. 4, pp. 218-222. 
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23. "The personal Merton: letter to the editor." Re 

review "A kinsman to so many," by James Thomas 
Baker. Commonweal 108 (July 31, 1981): no. 15, pp. 
418, 447. 

24. "Poetry in education." Spirit 18(September1951): pp. 
113-122. 

25. "Poets can teach and inspire poets." Catholic School 
Editor 17 (March 1948): pp. 8-1<>+. 

26. "Psalms and dancing." Review of The Psalm of Christ 
and The unknowing dance, by Chad Walsh. 
Renascence 17 (Spring 1965): no. 3, pp. 163-166. 

27. "(Review of) Rainer Maria Rilke: a study of his later 
poetry, by Hans Egon Holthusen; Rainer Maria Rilke, 
by F. W. Heerikhuisen; Rainer Maria Rilke: his last 
friendship, by Marcel Raval; letters co Benvenuta, by 
Rainer Maria Rilke; and The life of the Virgin Mary, by 
Rainer Maria Rilke." Renascence 5(Spring1953): no. 
2, pp. 164-168. 

26. "(Review of) The secular journal of Thomas Merton." 
Critic 17 (February - March 1959): no. 1, pp. 23-24. 

29. "(Review of) The Selected poems of Thomas 
Merton." Renascence 4 (Spring 1952): no. 2, pp. 
197-199. 

30. "Social Concern in the poetry of Thomas Merton." In 
Thomas Merton: prophet in the belly of a paradox; 
ed. by Gerald Sean Twomey (New York, Paulist Press, 
1978): pp. 111-137. 

31. "The solitary." In Thomas Merton/monk: a monastic 
tribute, ed. Patrick Hart, O.C.S.O. New York: Sheed 
and Ward, 1974. pp. 59-77. 

Sister Therese Lentfoehr 

WORDS AND SILENCE 
On the Poetry of 
Thomas Merton 

32. "Spare and neat. " Review of Testament and other poems, by John Fandel. Renascence 12 (Spring1960): no. 
3, pp. 161-163. 

33. "The spiritual writer." Continuum 7 (Summer 1969): pp. 242-254. 

34. "The spiritual writer." In Thomas Merton/monk: a monastic tribute, ed. Patrick Hart, O.C.S.O. New York: 
Sheed and Ward. 1974. oo. 105-123 . . 

35. "Thomas Merton : the dimensions of solitude." American Benedictine Review 23(September 1972): pp. 337-
352. 

36. "Thomas Merton and the hermitage." Sisters Today 50 (December 1976): no. 4, pp. 240-247. 

37. "Thomas Merton on renunciation." (unpublished material from the original ms. of The seven storey 
mountain, by Thomas Merton). lntroduoory comment by Sr. M. Therese, S.D.S. Catholic World 71 
(September 1950): pp. 420-429. 

38. "Todo y nada/writing and contemplation." (Unpublished material from the original ms. of The seven storey 
mountain, by Thomas Merton). lntrodudory comment by Sr. M. Therese, S.D.S. Renascence 2(Spring1950): 
no. 2, pp. 67-101 . 

39. "Two letters on the Merton problem." Spirit 17 (March 1950): pp. 20-23. 

40. "Two studies: the presence of God." Review of The living bread, by Thomas Merton and Behold the glory, 
bv Chad Walsh. Renascence 9 (Winter 1956): no. 2. oo. 65-89. 

41. "The venerable Bede." Jubilee 1 (May 1953): no. 1, pp. 56-61. 

42. "The way of Chuang Tzu." Review of The way of Chuang Tzu, by Tho mas Merton. Renascence 16 (Spring 
1966) : no. 3, pp.163-166. 



:v. POETRY IN ANTHOLOGIES, PERIODICALS, ETC. 9 
1. "After reading Janet Erskine Stuart." Catholic World 142 (Odober 1935): pp. 62-63. 

2. "Arcum conteret." In praise of nuns, ed. James M . Hayes. New York : E. P. Dutton, 1942. 

3. " Ascesis." Spirit 6 (May 1939): p. 52. 

4. "At the manger of Bethlehem." Spirit 9 (November 1942): pp. 133-134. 

5. "Ballad at Pentecost." America 107 (June 30, 1962): p. 441. 

6. "Barter (for H----) ." Spirit 6 (March 1939) : p. 12. 

7. "The bird." Joyce Kilmer's anthology of Catholic poets, ed. Joyce Kilmer. New York: Doubleday, 1955. 

8. "Child's world." America 112 (March 6, 1965): p. 320. 

9. "Christmas day." Catholic World 146 (December 1937): p. 275. 

10. "Christmas in Carmel." In praise of nuns, ed. James M . Hayes. New York : E.P. Dutton, 1942. 

11. " The concert." America 115 (Ju ly 16, 1966): p. 70. 

12. "Configuration (for a novice) ." America 117 (September 2, 1967) : p. 225. 

13. "The contemplative ." Modern religious poems: a contemporary anthology, ed. Jacob Trapp. New York: 
Harper and Row, 1964. 

14. " Deangelis." America 96 (March 9, 1957): p. 647. 

15. " Each spring the arbutus." Commonweal 79 (September 27, 1963) : p. 15. 

16. "Elegy for the wild plum." Saturday Review 48 (January 2, 1965): p. 32. 

17. "Firebird ." America 108 (March 9, 1963) : p. 335. 

18. " First mass in the catacombs." Catholic World 153 (June 1941): p. 287. 

19. " For a certain Benedictine." Catholic World 147 (June 1938): p. 288. 

20. "For Simone Weil." Modern religious poems: a contemporary anthology, ed. Jacob Trapp. New York : Harper 
and Row, 1964 

21. "Fountain sealed." Sign 23 (January 1944): p. 250. 

22. "Fountain sealed." Ave Maria (February 19, 1944): p. 250. 

23. "Fountain sealed." Spirit 11 (March 1944): pp., 25-26. 

24. " Four grandmothers." Fiddlehead (University of New Brunswick, Canada). 

25. "Fra angelica's annunciation." Catholic World 156 (March 1943): pp. 664-665. 

26. " Fugue (After Teilhard de Chardin)." Sign 49 (April 1970): p. 25. 

27. " A hill is for celebration/ with certain apologies to Juan de la Cruz (for Tommie and Frank)." Monks Pond 4 
(Winter 1968): p. 90. 

28. " Hospital interval." Sponsa Regis 31 (March 1960) : p. 209 

29. "House of the spirit." Spirit 8 (January 1942) : pp.178-179. 

30. "Houses (St. Bernard speaks to a Trappist)." Spirit 17 (September 1950): pp. 112-113. 

31. " Hunter's mass." America 111 (November 28, 1964): p. 691. 

32. "I saw a maiden sit and sing." Catholic Art Quarterly 12 (Christmas 1948): p. 47. 

33. "I send our Lady." Spirit 8 (September 1941) : p. 110. 

34. " In Avila." Spirit 10 (January 1944): p. 171. 

35. "In Avila." Drink from the rock; selected poems from " Spirit" (1939-1944). ed. John Gilland Brun ini. Ne w York: 
Catholic Poetry. Society of America 1944. 
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36. " In memory of Thomas Merton." Cistercian Studies 13 (1976) : no. 4, pp. 267-266. 

37. "In memory of Thomas Merton" Columbia University. Catholic Campus Ministry Newsletter (February 1979): 
p.3. 

36. " In Westminster Abbey." Spirit 10 (September 1943): pp. 106-107. 

39. "Interrogative." Modern religious poems: a contemporary anthology, ed. Jacob Trapp. New York : Harper and 
Row, 1964. 

40. "Interval." American Mercury 44 (May 1936): p. 90. 

41 . "Lady of the Genesee." Commonweal 65 (January 16, 1957): p. 406. 

42. "Letter to Avila." Catholic World 202 (October 1965) : p. 39. 

43. "Light of revelation to the Gentiles." Commonweal 77 (December 28, 1962): p. 357. 

«. "Little mermaid." Catholic World 195 (June 1962): p. 168. 

45. "Manhattan evening." Saturday Review 50 (April 22, 1967): p. 22 

46. "Mary sings." Catholic World 148 (March 1939) : pp. 676-679. 

47. "Meeting in a snowstorm." Commonweal 79 (October 4, 1963): p. 43 

48. " Metaphysical note." Commonweal 75 (December 22, 1961) : p. 336. 

49. "Midwinter holy happening." Hoya (Georgetown University). 

50. "Moment in Ostia." Thought 29 (Autumn 1954): pp. 325-326. 

51 . "Moment in Ostia." Joyce Kilmer's anthology of Catholic poets, ed. Joyce Kilmer. New York: Doubleday, 1955. 

52. "Nor Plato nor Aristotle." Catholic World 148 (January 1939) : p. 405. 

53. "Northwoods window." Poems out of Wisconsin, ed. Maude Totten. No Place: Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets, 
1961. 

54. "Now there is beauty." Catholic World 143 (September 1936): p. 679. 

55. " Nun writers at Red Rock." America 106 (March 16, 1963): p. 372. 

56. "On a favorite poet." In praise of nuns, ed. James M. Hayes. New York: E. P. Dutton, 1942. 

57. "Out Gennath Gate." America 105 (April 1, 1961): p. 12. 

56. "Out of a cloud (in memory of Thomas Merton) ." America 121 (December 13, 1969): p. 565. 

59. "Out of a cloud (in memory of Thomas Merton)." In A Merton concelebration; ed. by Deba Prasad Patnaik 
(Notre Dame, Indiana, Ave Maria Press, 1961): pp. 46-47. 

60. "Out of my poverty." From one word; selected poems from "Spirit" (1944-1949), ed. John Gilland Brunini. New 
York: Devin-Adair, 1950. 

61. " Pasque flower." America 106 (April 20, 1963): p. 536. 

62. "The philosopher, (for Gerard Smith, S.J., on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee)." Thought 40 (Autumn1965): p. 
369-370. 

63. " Poet at Georgetown." Catholic Worker 31 (December 1964): p. 6. 

64. " Port-of-Call." In praise of nuns, ed. James M. Hayes. New York : E. P. Dutton, 1942. 

65. "Potomac Watergate." America 115 (November 26, 1966): p. 691. 

66. "Prayer for the Pontiff." Spirit 6 (September 1939) : pp. 106-110. 

67. "Rare is this gifting." Commonweal 67 (January 10, 1956): p. 376. 



68. "Robin in the snow." America 108 (January 19, 1963): p. 75. 

69. "Saint Cecilia's crypt." America 68 (January 16, 1943) : p. 411. 

70. "Salutation." America 111 (September 12, 1964) : p. 255. 

71 . "Seascape." Saturday Review of Literature 21 (April 20 1940): p. 8. 

72. "Space flight." Commonweal 84 (lune 17, 1966): p. 356. 

73. "Speak to me, sparrow." Saturday Review 47 (July 25, 1964): p. 26. 

74. "Spirit of place." Catholic World 203 (April 1966): p. 33. 

75. "Testament." Modern religious poems: a contemporary anthology, ed. Jacob Trapp. New York: Harper and 
Row, 1964. 

76. "There is a night." America 113 (December 18-25, 1965): p. 776. 

77. "This is her doctrine." Spirit 9 (May 1942): p. 51. 

78. "This knitting of souls." Spirit 9 (March 1942): p. 20. 

79. "Thomistic revival." America 68 (October 31, 1942): p. 103. 

80. "To a nun-stigmatist." In praise of nuns, ed. James M. Hayes. New York: E. P. Dutton, 1942. 

81. "To Joan of Arc on D-day." The music makers: an anthology of recent American poetry, comp. Stanton A. 
Coblentz. New York : Bernard Ackerman, 1945. 

82. "Travel note." Spirit 8 (November 1941) : p. 143. 

83. "Traveler." Joyce Kilmer's anthology of Catholic poets, ed. Joyce Kilmer. New York : Doubleday, 1955. 

84. "Troubador." Spirit 11 (January 1945) : p. 168-169. 

85. " Under December sky." New York Times. 

86. "Under the X-ray." Nature Magazine 34 (February 1941): p. 84. 

87. " Unto the least of these." Sponsa Regis. 

88. "Warming our tents like a lantern." America 115 (December 24-31, 1966): p. 824 

89. "Water-lily." Spirit 10 (May 1943): p. 47. 

90. "Where all the sea goes silver." Magnificat 113 (October 1964): p. 19. 

91. "Where the dogwood weeps (in memory of John Fitzgerald Kennedy)." America 111 (November 21, 1964): 
p. 663. 

92. "Wild plum." New York Times. 

93. "Wren." Spirit 16 (May 1949): p. 48-49. 

94. "Write it upon the stars." Commonweal 36 (June 12, 1942): p. 179. 

95. "You give me Sappho." New York Times Book of Verse, ed. Thomas Lask. New York: Macmillan, 1970. 

96. "You sing from islands (for Robert Lax)." Monks Pond 4 (Winter 1968) : p. 91. 

V. ARTICLE ABOUT SR. THERESE. 

1. Schoeverling, Margaret E. "Sister M . Therese, poet Laureate to the Holy Father." Magnificat 83 (January 
1949): pp. 120-125. 
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