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Kangchenjunga 

A tribute to Thomas Merton 

By Allan McMillan 

Kangchenjunga,1 

Sister of Tsungau,2 
Taunt of hermits, 
Marching mystic contradiction. 

How can we believe 
that once -
you were not there 
daughter of two continents? 

Robed in snowy shrouds 
your river tears 
gladden hearts 
of mere mortals below. 

From deserts of envy, 
we desire your peak 
with clear vision 
and lofty solitude. 

Kangchenjunga, 
Sister ofTsungau, 
They tell us, 
(Those who know) 
your crowning gift 
is born in solitary desolation. 

1 Kangchenjunga is the third highest mountain in the Himalayas. 
1 Tsungau is the local name for Everest. 
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