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I first met Brother Patrick on my first-ever visit to the U.S. 
in 1989 for the initial ITMS general meeting. On the closing 
day of the conference the participants were all bused out to 
the Abbey of Gethsemani and I was introduced to Patrick by a 
young scholar I’d met at the conference who’d recently complet-
ed his Ph.D. on Merton and was tapping him for potential pub-
lishers. Over the course of the few brief days of the conference 
I’d met many people whose names I’d come across in my read-
ing and previously never dreamt of meeting, then in addition 
to visit Gethsemani, Merton’s hermitage and to be introduced 
to Patrick Hart . . . well, what can I say! Amidst all the visitors 
who had descended on Gethsemani that day Patrick was the 
model of graciousness. Subsequently our paths would cross on 
numerous occasions – researching at the Merton Center in the 
early nineties, subsequent ITMS conferences and then hosting 
Patrick for the Second TMS-GBI conference held at Oakham 
School in March 1998. After I moved to Louisville in January 
2001 to head the Merton Center at Bellarmine, Brother Patrick 
became a regular contact as we spoke on the phone almost daily and I got to know the monk once 
described to me “as that shy retiring monk at the center of everything” – a spot-on description. Three 
brief vignettes of Brother Patrick that come to mind from recent years. (1) Graciousness remains the 
word I would choose to describe him as frequently I’d turn up to Sunday Mass at the abbey with visit-
ing researchers and other visitors and Patrick always seemed to be free after Mass to visit with us until 
the bell would ring for sext. (2) In 2003 I was humbled to write the citation for Patrick as he received 
an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from Bellarmine, and privileged to serve as his sponsor at 
the ceremony. We were joined for the occasion, and at subsequent celebrations at the Merton Center 
and later at the home of Tommie and Frank O’Callaghan, by many friends from across the years. Be-
sides our frequent conversations on the telephone we would regularly exchange notes and other items 
through the mail. (3) After giving a conference paper on Merton and Celtic Monasticism at a TMS-
GBI conference in 2012, I mailed Patrick a copy of my paper, knowing his own interest in all things 

Celtic. Within days he returned the paper with a gushing thank you note and, 
enclosed in the envelope (mailed via regular mail) was the bronze crucifix that 
had been sent to Merton by Pope Paul VI – a truly precious addition to the Merton 
Center’s collections, but certainly not one I would have trusted to the USPS! Fare-
well to a dear friend who openheartedly welcomed me to take my part in carrying 
forward the legacy of Thomas Merton.  

Paul M. Pearson is the director of the Thomas Merton Center at Bellarmine University, Louis-
ville, KY and a former president of the International Thomas Merton Society.

* * * * * * *
I knew Brother Patrick in the last couple decades of his life, after he invited me to write a re-

view for Cistercian Studies Quarterly, something I continue to do twenty years later. I met him on 
my first visit to Gethsemani and we stayed in touch till his health relocated him to the seniorate at 

Birthday at the Hermitage – 2002

Paul M. Pearson



51

the abbey. We prayed for each other and I took him as a real elder in my work and life. Having spent 
more than a decade as a Carmelite, I spoke the common language of religious life with Patrick, as 
well as other dialects, including teaching and writing. (We both had been given “Simon” as our 
religious names on entering novitiate.) Patrick’s gifts to the Church, the Cistercian order and Geth-
semani are innumerable. He was immensely hospitable to me as well as to countless other guests 
at the abbey. He was indefatigable as an editor of Merton’s writings, and his edited collections of 
articles about Merton were significant gifts, along with so many other publication projects. A Mo-
nastic Vision for the Twenty-First Century stands for me as one of his most important achievements. 
The depth and diversity of the contributors he assembled and the range of their perspectives provide 
radical, fresh and honest takes on the life – as was Patrick’s way. For me, Patrick’s greatest gifts 
were his relentless curiosity, his inquiring mind, but also his astonishing openness and his honesty. 
There was nothing he would not talk about with candor, even if discernment demanded boundaries 
and confidence be maintained. Patrick’s life and his integrity told me why Fr. Louis asked him to be 
his secretary – not to mention the abbots who did the same! Where I really saw and heard Patrick’s 
honesty and discernment was when we talked about the Church and monastic life. As my senior, 
I was greatly moved when he asked if I believed in the “good old days” of both the Church and re-
ligious life, something I had experienced, having been born in 1948. You can surmise his take on 
such “good old days” in the great hospitality of his heart and his humor. Anyone who had worked 
with as many religious superiors as he had, needed the charism of laughter. Having been raised in a 
pre-Vatican II era of much sentimental and pretentious piety, it was striking that none of this stuck 
to Patrick. Maybe it was his Wisconsin roots, his time in the Holy Cross Congregation as a brother, 
or the education he received at Notre Dame. Or perhaps it was his experience 
in the Gethsemani community for so long. He used to tell me, as the years went 
on, he did not particularly like seeing his name approaching the top of the com-
munity list in seniority. There was only one way out when you got to the top, at 
least as far as he’d seen! Deo gratias for Patrick, all he wrote and said and did. 
Many will cherish his lovingkindness and aim to follow his example.

Michael Plekon is professor emeritus of Sociology and Religion, The City University of New 
York, Baruch College and a priest at St. Gregory Orthodox Church, Wappingers Falls, NY.

* * * * * * *
I met Brother Patrick two or three times when bringing students to Gethsemani, and he was 

unwaveringly gracious and full of good humor to us. Like a great-uncle who would show up 
unexpectedly at your Little League games to cheer you on, Brother Patrick 
always made me feel valued and encouraged in my work on Merton. Of course 
his many articles and edited volumes were invaluable to me and to so many of 
us in our research. In a word, he was, and remains, unforgettable, a witness to 
the generosity of God. I feel he is now one whom we can all call on, at a mo-
ment’s notice, in the communion of saints. 

Christopher Pramuk holds the Chair of Ignatian Thought and Imagination at Regis University, Den-
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